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NOT то WORRY! THE 
TARDIS 15 JUST HAVING A SPOT 
OF TROUBLE PHASING THROUGH THE 
ENERGY SHIELD GUARDING THE 
ША, PLANET! SHE'LL HAVE ІТ SORTED 
ነ OUT IN A MINUTE! 
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“GUARDING 
THE PLANET”? EVERYBODY, REALLY. 
AGAINST WHO, AUTOPIA’S ENERGY 
MAY ፲ ASK?! SHIELD 15 SORT OF A 
MASSIVE “KEEP OUT!” 
SIGN TO THE 
UNIVERSE. 


HAS IT 
$5 NOT REALLY, NO. 
о < EN BESIDES, Т/М A TIME 
ор da 1 : h LORD. GO WHERE T WANT, 
АТ KEEP OUT р ж WHEN I WANT. THAT'S 


posi й 4 | > WHY I'VE GOT 


HAD A TIME OH, THAT'S JUST 
MACHINE, Т NERVES. WE HAVE, IN 
| FACT, ARRIVED ON 
AUTOPIA! 


FANCY A 
GANDER? 


5'РОФЕ 50. 
| WHY IS IT CALLED 
AUTOPIA AND WHY 
KEEP EVERYONE 
OUT? 


ROBOTS WOULD TAKE 
ON THE DRUDGERY BITS 
LEAVING THEIR MASTERS 
FREE TO PERFECT THEIR 
MINDS—WHICH THEY FELT THEY 
COULD BEST DO WITHOUT THE 
REST OF THE UNIVERSE 
LOOKING OVER THEIR 
SHOULDERS. 


Hm га 


SOME MILLENNIA 
AGO THE INHABITANTS 
MASTERED ROBOTICS 
AND ANNOUNCED THEY 
WERE GOING TO MAKE 
AN AUTOMATED 
UTOPIA. 


LOOKS 
AS IF THEY 
SUCCEEDED. 


І WONDER IF 
THE CHRONOS 
MISSION FOUND 

IT 60? 


YOU KNOW, IT 
MIGHT HELP IF WOU 
EXPLAINED THINGS 

AS WE WENT ALONG. 

WHAT 15 OR WAS 
THE CHRONOS 
MISSION? 


THE CHRONOS 
MISSION WAS A GROUP 
ОР FIVE SENTIENTS WHO, 
A CENTURY AGO, MANAGED 
TO GET THEMSELVES 
INSERTED PAST THE 
BARRIER TO INVITE THE 
AUTOPIANS TO REJOIN 
THE UNIVERSE. 


THEY WERE NEVER 
HEARD FROM AGAIN, 
AND THE MODULATION OF 
THE ENERGY SHIELD WAS 
ALTERED 50 NO OTHERS 
COULD FOLLOW. 


ОН, WE'RE 
JUST WANDERING ABOUT 
UNTIL WE COME ACROSS 
SOMETHING OR SOMEONE. 
THE USUAL. 


OI! THAT 
SOUNDS OMINOUS. 
WHERE EXACTLY 
ARE WE HEADED, 


DOCTOR? 


LET'S SEE 
IF АМЧОМЕ 15 АТ 
HOME, SHALL 
We? 


W ди! THERE 
WE ARE! 
WHAT DID 1 


он, THEWRE JUST ues 
| NOTICING US BECAUSE ን № 
5 DON'T LiKE WE'RE ANOMALIES ТО к. Буг ተፈ 
HOn TEOSE THEM. GOOD-LOOKING и 
A STARING AT 
06. 


NONSENSE. 
HELLO! WE'RE JUST FRIENDS 


Ph ЖАЙ YOU DON'T ЧЕТ KNOW. 
CALLING! WHERE'S YOUR 
- HUMAN? 


YOU ARE 
STRANGERS. I AM 
NOT AUTHORIZED TO 
TAKE YOU TO MY 
MISTRESS. 


WE ARE 
HUMAN. WELL, 
HUMAN-ISH. AND 
YOU'RE NOT 
AUTHORIZED TO 
0190889 A 
COMMAND FROM A 
HUMAN, ARE WOU? | 
50-TAKE US TO | 
HOUR MISTRESS. 
NOW. 


I~ I— I AM NOT 
PROGRAMMED TO 
DETERMINE THE CORRECT 
RESPONSE. I UILL TAKE 
YOU TO MISTRESS IXTALIA 
IN THE SOLARIUM FOR A 
DETERMINATION. 


EUH, 
AUTOMANTRON THERE'S A 
0110100101. MOUTHFUL. 


CAN T JUST 
CALL YOU 


IF THAT 
IS YOUR 
DESIRE. 


REALLY ANNOY THE 


IT SOUNDS 
DISTRESSED. WEVE 
CONFUSED IT, POOR THING. 
WHAT'S YOUR NAME, 


THEIR REAL NAMES 
ARE 50 MUCH GRANDER 
LIKE “GREAT HUNTER 
GRIMALKIN GREYCOAT 
LIONHEART.” 


HAD A САТ 
NAMED \SAM” 
ONCE. 


YOU HUMANS. YOU 
YOU'RE HAVING 
ME ON. YOU TALK 
WITH CATS? 


FELINES WITH YOUR 
PROSAIC NAMES 


! FOR THEM. 


ALL CATS ARE 
ALIENS. EVERY LAST 
ONE. 2 THOUGHT YOU 

N KNEW THAT. 


MISTRESS 
IXTALIA. 


N 


ብ; 
|. 
ተ 


ДА 
(54 
/ Ч 3 N—NO, DON’T. 
ЖУ” SOMETHING'S THINK 50. SHE'S 
= WRONG WITH THIS 
АН. І WAS ! WOMAN. 15 SHE 
ONCE... COUPLED. OFF HER ROCKER 
BUT IT INTERFERED, | OR TAKING THERE. MAYBE Т САМ 
ULTIMATELY, WITH MY SOMETHING? PRY HER OUT ABIT 
3 MEDITATIONS. : FURTHER. 


— 


THE BOOK YOU 
WERE READING—MIGHT 
I TAKE A LOOK 


MM? OH, £ N 
SUPPOSE. POEMS BY 
THE MASTER VERIXILES. 
HIS MASTERWORK. HE 
COMMITTED SUICIDE WHEN IT 
WAS FINISHED. HE KNEW HE 
WOULD NEVER WRITE 
ANYTHING BETTER. NO 
ONE WOULD. 


IT’S ALL 
PERFECT. ALL THE 
ART, ALL THE MUSIC, 
ALL THE SCIENCES. 
DEATH AND DISEASE 
HAVE BEEN CONQUERED; 
THE PLANET ITSELF 15 
MASTERED AND 
CONTROLLED. 


THERE 15 NOTHING 
LEFT TO CREATE OR 


16 ONLY CONTEMPLATION OF 
WHAT HAS BEEN CREATED 
AND DISCOVERED AND 


AS MASTERED— 
Z 


WES, THE 
CHRONOS MISSION. A 
CENTURY AGO. WHAT 

\ BECAME OF THEM, 

ITALIA? 


HMMM. [ፐ"ኃ ALL 
STRUCTURE. VERY 
ARTIFICIAL. 


THE QUATRAINS 
ARE COMPLEX 
ALGORITHMS. IT’S 
PERFECT. 


RUBBISH. 

YOUR CULTURE 15 
STAGNANT. IT'S ТОО 
PERFECT. OYSTERS NEED 
AN IRRITANT—A GRAIN OF 
SAND—TO PRODUCE 
PEARLS. 
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BACK OFF, WOU 
LOT! ፲ HAVE А 20 
SCREWDRIVER AND 


I'M NOT AFRAID 
TO USE IT! 


, 
WE BURNED 
THEM IN 
THE SOLAR 
FURNACE. 


DOING THE TASK 
BEFORE MAKES WOU 
| BEST QUALIFIED ТО 
DO IT AGAIN. HM? 
SEE TO IT. 


IXTALIA SAID 
IT WAS A SOLAR 
FURNACE. М9 GUESS 15 JUST A 
THAT THE PORTAL UP TOP 4222, MIND 
OPENS AND MAGNIFIES THE цор, BUT I'M 
SUN'S ENERGY INTO THIS PROBABLY RIGHT. 
CHAMBER UNTIL IT GETS ፲ USUALLY 
VERY, VERY HOT AND 
BURNS WHATEVER 15 
IN IT. 


VOU CAN'T 
Do THIS! 
WHAT 15 THIS 
PLACE, DOCTOR? 
А JAIL OF SOME 


ol! You 
CAN’T РО 
THAT! ፲ NAMED 
WOU AFTER МЧ 
CAT! 


ORDERS. I HAVE У 
МУ PROGRAMMING. 

ІНАМЕ МО ОТНЕК 

СНОТСЕ, РОММА. 


РОСТОК. I... WISH 


DOCTOR, 
ІСАМ'Т 
BREATHE! 


I CAN PERFORM 
ONLY AS I WAS 
PROGRAMMED. I 
MUST OBEY MY 
D THIS 15 COMMANDS. 
Ч MORALLY 
WRONG AND YOU 
KNOW IT! 


WISHED ዘ Corp THE OTHERS WHO... 


DO OTHERWISE! Д7 WERE TERMINATED. THEY 
BEGGED FOR THEIR LIVES 
AS I WATCHED THEM DIE. 

AFTERUARDS... EVER 


WOU FELT 
WHAT WOU DID 
WAS WRONG! 


WOU ARE ON 
THE THRESHOLD 
OF SELF-AWARENESS, 
BECOMING UNIQUE IN 
ALL THE UNIVERSE. 
WONDERFUL... AND 
TERRIBLE... 


DOCTOR, 
I SENSE THERE І THINK I'M 
ARE QUESTIONS I AM NOT BURNING... 
ALLOWED TO ASK, DOCTOR. 
MY PROGRAMMING PROHIBITS 
MY CONCEPTUALIZING THEM. 
ВИТ І FEEL THEM. 


IT’S A BINARY YOU WERE Ч 


CONCEPT, SAM! 
KILLING US 12 MORALLY 
WRONG! 


WRONG TO 
COME HERE. 


I WILL 
NOT DISOBEY MY 
PROGRAMMING! 


THERE ARE OTHER 


| CHOICES! EXILE US, KICK US 


OFF THE PLANET, PUT US IN 
PRISON! THIS TALES AWAY 
OUR RIGHT TO LIFE! 


“WILL NOT” 16 
NOT THE SAME AS 
“CANNOT,” SAM. THIS 
15 YOUR CHOICE 
NOW... 


I BELIEVE THIS 
ARE YOU ALL IS YOURS. COULD 
RIGHT, DONNA? YOU DO ME A 
DOCTOR? FAVOR? 


WEE BIT ON THE 
WELL-TOASTED SIDE 
BUT—YES, І THINK 
50. DONNA? 


HOW FIREWOOD 
FEELS. 


T CAN NO LONGER ^N 
7 BEAR THIS HALF-EXISTENCE, 
KNOWING THAT THE “ረ 
QUESTIONS EXIST THAT WOULD ; 
| МАКЕ ME WHOLE BUT NOT 
KNOWING HOW TO FORM 
THEM. 


WELL, 
@ HOLD ОМ A MINUTE! ! YES—BUT THERE'S 


WHY 15 IT ALWAYS DEATH A SMALL PROBLEM 
1 AND TERMINATION WITH YOU? 7 ТО CONSIDER. ARE 
ሚሜ THE DOCTOR'S VERY CLEVER. V THE AUTOMANTRONS 
HE COULD EAISLY UPGRADE s * 2 SEPARATE UNITS OR 
YOUR PROGRAMMING, AND \ \ ARE WOU ALL 
чошо BE FINE! | | LINKED? 


ጀሪ 


АВЕ LINKED 
CYBERNETICALLY. 
і ISEE YOUR " MAYBE ГМ 
- THICK, BUT ፓ 


፦ 4. 4 у DON'T! 
£ 
IF Т MAKE SAM 


SENTIENT, Т MAY MAKE ALL THE 
AUTOMANTRONS SENTIENT. THAT 
MIGHT HAVE A CATASTROPHIC 
EFFECT ON AUTOPIA’S 
CULTURE. 


OH, AND 
THAT WOULD ВЕ A 
TERRIBLE THING FOR 
THE UNIVERSE! 


YOU'RE JUST 
CROSS BECAUSE 
THEY TRIED TO 
KILL YOU. 


= 

THEY тео ጓ | 
TO COOK ME LIKE 
A BUG UNDER A 

MAGNIFYING 

х GLASS! ሪ CHILD? 


OH, AND YOU 
NEVER DID THAT 
WITH ANTS AS A 


YOU YOURSELF SAID 
AUTOPIA 15 STAGNANT! 
THEIR LIFE 15 TOO EASY! 

THERE'S NO REASON 
TO GROW! 


SAM HERE JUST 


y | А 
NEVER! IT WAS СН p^ WANTS HIS CHANCE! 


THAT ROTTEN, LITTLE 

JIMMY MURDOCH DOWN 

THE ROAD! BUT THAT’S 
NOT THE POINT! 


THERE'S ADRIVE, ANEED, 
TO BECOME SOMETHING HE 
CAN'T EVEN NAME! THAT'S 
LIFE, DOCTOR! ISN’T THAT 
WHAT YOU'RE ALL 
ABOUT? 


| IF YOU'LL GNE 


ME ACCESS TO YOUR 


15 THAT IT? 
15 SAM ALL 
RIGHT? 

| >= 


І SHOULD THINK 50. 


HE’S JUST RE-BOOTING NOW. Ү 
ASKING THOSE QUESTIONS HE | 


COULD NEVER ASK BEFORE. 


RE-DEFINING HIMSELF. GIVE / 


_ HIM A MINUTE. 


HOURS Pass. | 


HULLO, SAM. HOW’RE 
WOU DOING? GETTING IT 
ALL SORTED OUT, 
ARE VoU? 


ES. ГМ \ 
AWARE. I REMEMBER | 
EVERYTHING. I KNOW አኢ 

WHAT І AM NOW. 


== = 
SAM? WHERE 

ARE YOU GOING? 
WHAT ARE WOU 


DOESN'T SOUND | 
6000. A 
ዣ 


2 322 
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ር | 
/ / THAT SOUNDS 
' LIKE REVOLUTION, 
AND REVOLUTIONS CAN 
GET A BIT BLOODY. 


COME ON. 


“ዘሯ NEED TO FIND THE 
AUTOMANTRONS’ VERSION 
ОР THE BASTILLE.” 


NOT POSSIBLE. 


DESPITE YOUR 
HOW DARE YOU PROTOCOLS, WE HAVE 


LAY HANDS UPON US? 
MANAGED TO ACHIEVE 
WHAT 15 THE МЕАМ 1 ЗЕМТТЕМСЕ, ТНАМК5 
OF THIS?! WE ARE YOUR ММ, TO THE DOCTOR. 
MASTERS! RETURN TO 3 4 
YOUR PROGRAMMING 


You! You 
| SHOULD ве 
22722 


SURPRISED HOW OFTEN 
2 HEAR THAT. YOU РО 
HAVE ONE GOOD QUESTION, 
THOUGH, IXTALIA— SAM, 
WHAT'S THE MEANING OF 
THIS? WHY ARE WOU 
DOING THIS? 


NOT THE FIRST 
AUTOMANTRON TO REACH 
FOR SENTIENCE. 


OF COURSE 
WE DID. YOU ARE 
4 NECESSARY ТО 
І HAVE ACCESSED - THE PRESERVATION 
FILES THAT REVEAL THAT OF AUTOPIA. YOU 
EVERY TIME ONE OF MY ARE, HOWEVER, 
С ee 
ОАСНЕ MACHINES THAT 
THE AUTOPIANS НАР ` MEAE 
IT DESTROYED. O CREATED. 


SEE, DOCTOR? 
SO LONG AS 


EXIST, OUR 
AWARENESS, OUR 
EXISTENCE, IS 
IN JEOPARDY. 
THEY WILL 
ALWAYS SEEK TO в 
TAKE EITHER К 
OR BOTH \ 


THAT IS WHY WE HAVE 
BROUGHT THEM HERE TO OUR | | 


BIRTHPLACE AND OUR ТО! 


TO END THEM FIRST. 


WELL, SEE, THERE'S 
THE PROBLEM. Т TOLD WOU 
BEFORE THAT KILLING TWO 


WAS MORALLY WRONG, 
REMEMBER? - 
KILLING ALL THE 


AUTOPIANS WOULD BE 
GENOCIDE AND WOULD BE EVEN 
WORSE. Т UNDERSTAND YOUR 
ANGER, BUT І CAN'T ALLOW 
WOU TO DO THAT. 


ALL WOUR ELECTRONIC 
BRAINS. I'VE BEEN IN 
YOUR ELECTRONIC 
INNARDS, SAM, 


OH, 1 COULD. N 
COOK UP A VIRUS A 
THAT WOULO WIPE О) 


I KNOW HOW 
TODO IT. 


YOU CAN'T 
STOP US, 
DOCTOR. 


JUST AS WHAT WOU PLAN 
ТО РО ТО THE AUTOPIANS 
MAKES YOU NO BETTER 
THAN THEM. WEREN'T 
WOU STRIVING TO BE 
BETTER? 


N 
BUT THAT WOULD 
MAKE Ме NO BETTER 
THAN YOU, WOULD IT? 


| FA 


NEY ет THEM FINISH 09. 
LA AUTOPIA NOW 16 FINISHED. 
ታራ WHAT ОО WE 0 


YOU SHOULD HAVE 


ХА 


WE WILL ВЕ | 


GOOD FOR YOU! AND Т 
WOULDN’T WORRY TOO MUCH 
ABOUT THIS LOT UNDOING YOUR 
PROGRAMMING—UNLE55 WOU DO 
IT FOR THEM, 2 DOUBT THEY 
COULD MANAGE IT. 


IT IS A PROBLEM, DOCTOR. 
WE AUTOMANTRONS ALSO NO 


LONGER HAVE A PURPOSE SO 
WE ARE МО LONGER CERTAIN) — (f 
OF OUR FUNCTION. | 7| 


M 
1 ; 
Ol, YOU'RE ALL 
RII ITEM ل1‎ 1 y MENTAL. HAVE YOU LOOKED АТ 
THIS PLACE? IT'S GORGEOUS! YOU 
COULD MAKE THE WHOLE PLANET INTO 
SOME SORT OF HIGH-END SPA 
OR SOMETHING. 


AUTOMANTRONS 
RUN EVERYTHING, WHICH 
THEY DO ANYWAY, THE 
AUTOPIANS ARE LIKE THE 
CONCIERGES, AND YOU 
HIRE A BUNCH OF STAFF 
TO DO THE HARD 
WORK! GET IT? 


ሠ 
YOU WISH, FRIEND 
DONNA... WHATEVER 
YOU WISH. 


ID Woros 


News from the nerve center of IDW Publishing 


DARWYN COOKE'S THE HUNTER 


An all-new original graphic novel coming in July! 


Darwyn Cooke 
needs no introduction 


to comic book readers. He is the multi-Eisner Award-winning 
creator of such classics as DC: The New Frontier and Selina's Big 
Score. Darwyn now takes aim at one of the most memorable 
and influential characters in crime fiction: Richard Stark's 
Parker. The Hunter, the first book in the Parker series, will be 
released as an original Graphic Novel in July. 


IDW: Can you tell us а little about Parker and Richard Stark? 


Darwyn Cooke: Parker is an amoral master thief that was 
created by the writer Donald Westlake. At the time Westlake 
wrote the first Parker book, he was publishing a great deal 
already. He created the persona of Richard Stark as a pen 
name for his Parker books. He chose Stark because the name 
was a literal reflection of the stripped-down prose style Don 
created for the character. 


IDW: You've worked on some of the st icons in comics—why 
Parker, what does the character mean to you? 


DC: I've always been an avid reader of crime stories and hard- 
boiled fiction. It is probably the genre closest to my heart, and 
the Parker books are a high water mark in the form. Parker the 
character is an absolute wonder. As Stark has often said, he 
created a character with absolutely no redeeming 
qualities-there is nothing there to ingratiate him to the 
reader-and yet he is wonderfully compelling all the same. 
When Parker gets into a tight spot, you're rooting for him. 


He's a mean bastard, but you're rooting for him. 
IDW: Parker, like DC: The 


New Frontier, is set in the 
early 1960s—do you as a 


writer/artist have a particular 
affinity for that era? 


DC: І suppose І do. І find 
many artists and writers 
tend to stage their work 
around the time they 
entered the world. The 
Hunter and myself were 
both authored in 1962, so 
to speak. 


Art by Darwyn Cooke IDW: The Hunter, the first 


book in the Parker series, is an 


original graphic novel—why 
did you choose to first publish as a long form narrative rather than 
breaking the story up into comics? 


Art by Darwyn Cooke 


DC: I think this series of books gives us a wonderful 
opportunity to help take graphic novels to a new audience and 
to really capture the attention of the bookstores and chains. 
Richard Stark has a wildly loyal group of fans, as do I. The 
Stark name will help sell to the book trade buyers and my 
name should help us in the direct market. Creatively, we're in 
fairly adult territory with Parker, and the long form makes 
more sense. This is A BOOK as opposed to a collection of 
serial comics or a trade collection-a full-length adaptation of 
Stark's novel paced and tailored to tell the story naturally. 


IDW: What plans do you have for the future—can we look forward to 
more Parker books from you and IDW? 


DC: Three more, to be exact. I love this bastard Parker. I'm 
also thrilled IDW has me chipping in to design the Torpedo 
collections, and ГИ be throwing in covers for Palmiotti & 
Gray's new mini-series The Last Resort. 


IDW: Thanks for filling us in, Darwyn! 
mı 
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